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intelligence, piety or energy. Laxity in life is not special to
Buddhist monks. There are always a few learned and devout
monks who are not generally in the public eye. They live
withdrawn in their shelters and are hardly known to the
world. The monks who are skilled in worldly wisdom and
who make their way up to important positions are not of the
highest class, and yet they have helped ordinary people to
grow in earnestness, character and charity. They have
piloted the affairs of their organizations in difficult times,
when many of the Buddhist holy places have been turned
into schools and otherwise taken over by the Government*
Buddhist hospitality to give food is so used as to turn monas-
teries into hotels for commercial travellers and visitors.
There is a feeling that the Government authorities frown
upon all religious organizations, except those of the Protestant
Christian Church.

Chinese Buddhism stands in need of urgent reform.
If belief in animism is to be destroyed, education is the means.
The people will have to be educated in a correct knowledge
of nature and its laws. Only by this means can the fear
of devils and belief in animism be removed. The strangest
forms of magic and superstition enjoy public esteem. The
rationalism and the ethics of the elite have not leavened the
mass of the people. As in India, the educated people ridicule
in public the superstitious rites, but practise them all the same.
To effect an improvement in the quality of religion, a return
to the historical Buddha is essential. If we are to be saved
from the life of sorrow, he insists, it is only by the attainment
of perfect wisdom and the practice of unselfish work. I
find that there is much attention paid to Tibetan Buddhism,
but the Chinese Buddhists will have to get back to Gautama
the Buddha and his method of meditation and work for
the world. Buddhism in practice requires drastic changes
and some of the leading Buddhists are aware of this need.
The most outstanding representative of Buddhism in China
is Abbot Tai Hsu, who is learned, religious and energetic.
He is the President of the Buddhist Academy. In the few